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influence, with which we had to contend, I am truly
thankful to my God for this happy result."

Congress met on the 5th of December for the
closing session of the Administration. The note
of victory pervaded the President's message. Yet
there was one more triumph to be won: the resolu-
tion of censure voted by the Senate in 1834 was
still officially on the record book. Now it was that
Benton finally procured the passage of his expung-
ing resolution, although not until both branches of
Congress had been dragged into controversy more
personal and acrid, if possible, than any in the past
eight years. The action taken was probably un-
constitutional. But Jackson's "honor" was vin-
dicated, and that was all that he and his friends
saw, or cared to see, in the proceeding.

As early as 1831 the President conceived the idea
of issuing a farewell address to the people upon the
eve of his retirement; and a few weeks before the
election of Van Buren he sent to Taney a list of
subjects which he proposed to touch upon in the
document, requesting him to "throw on paper" his
ideas concerning them. The address was issued on
March 4,1837, and followed closely the copy sub-
sequently found in Taney's handwriting in the Jack-
son manuscripts. Its contents were thoroughly